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Abstract: Two novel diterpenoids, sinularbols A (1) and B (2), which were found to possess a new carbon skeleton were isolated from the soft coral Sinularia arborea. The structures of compounds 1 and 2 were elucidated by spectroscopic methods and 2 displayed a moderately inhibitory effect on the generation of superoxide anion by human neutrophils. 
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1. Introduction 
Previous studies on the chemical constituents of octocorals, belonging to the genus Sinularia, have led to the isolation of a number of interesting secondary metabolites and some of these were found to possess interesting bioactivities [1,2]. In a previous study on the chemical constituents of the soft coral Sinularia arborea (phylum Cnidaria, class Anthozoa, order Alcyonacea, family Alcyoniidae) (Scheme 1) [3], collected off the waters of Taiwan, two 13-hydroxycembrane diterpenoids, arbolides A and B along with a trihydroxysteroid, crassarosterol A, had been isolated [4]. In the continuing studies on this interesting species, two novel diterpenoids, sinularbols A (1) (Scheme 1 and Supplementary Figures S1–S8) and B (2) (Scheme 1 and Supplementary Figures S9–S16), which were found to possess a novel sinularborane-type carbon skeleton (3,9-cyclized cembranoid), were obtained (Scheme 1). In this paper, we describe the isolation, structure determination and bioactivity of diterpenoids 1 and 2. 
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