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In 2011, the Chinese Journal of Physiology has made a steady progress in both the quality and the quantity. In this bi-month SCI journal, there were up to forty-nine articles worldwide chosen by our expert reviewers for publication. The most important steady progress is, our respected reviewers, apart from only advising us whether or not accept a submitted article, had provided us and the authors expert and constructive criticisms which improved the revised version again and again. The reviewing process is rapid and efficient. In the most case, the time of an initial editorial decision is not longer than 3 weeks. With their efforts, each article published in 2011 the Chinese Journal of Physiology was revised at least once, to provide our readers with high-quality communication of knowledge. Below, we briefly report some issues of the Chinese Journal of Physiology in 2011 and highlight some directions which we should strive together with all of the authors and reviewers to make more progress in the near future.
The annual publication of scientific journal impact factor is a typical trial to evaluate the significance of a specific scientific journal. The Institute of Scientific Information (ISI) tracks each journal, calculates the impact factor and publishes it annually in the on-line database Journal Citation Report (JCR). As defined, the 2011 impact factor is calculated by the number of 2011 citations from the total 2009 and 2010 contents of the journal divided by the total number of 2009-2010 citable items (sum of the original research papers, reviews, and technical papers, but not those editorials, letters to the editor, news, abstracts, and proceeding items). The number of citable publications in the 2009-2010 issues of the Chinese Journal of Physiology is 104, and the number of citations to these in 2011 is 58. The fact produces a 2011 impact factor for the Chinese Journal of Physiology with 0.558, a slight decrease compared to the last years (Figure 1A). Another index for journal evaluation, the five-year impact factor, helps us to address the criticism against the short-term citation window for evaluating the performance of more than 8000 journals from a more fair and long-term angle. The five-year impact factor of the Chinese Journal of Physiology has turned out to be 0.743, showing our journal is indeed in a mature and steady status, waiting for further promotion (Figure 1B). The third index we would like to analysis here is the long-term analysis of the ranking of the Chinese Journal of Physiology in the physiology field. There were 78, 74, 75, 78, and 79 journals during 2007 to 2011 in the physiology field. The unstable alteration trend showed us this field is so competing that some journals may fail in keeping themselves being listed as SCI ones. The total numbers of journals has increased from 75 to 79 from 2009 to 2011, and the Chinese Journal of Physiology was steadily listed as 71th in this field (Figure 1C). To sum up, we together with the dear authors should pay more attention in the future to promote the quality, the width of field contribution, and access of our accepted papers for further being cited.
Next, we humbly share our vision of the source of our accepted manuscripts in 2011, and the prospective of the Chinese Journal of Physiology. First, we have found the authors from Taiwan (48.98%) and People’s Republic of China (30.61%) were still the main contributors of the accepted manuscripts (Table 1). We strongly encourage the authors from all over the world to submit your findings to the Chinese Journal of Physiology, which is one of the most unconfined and impartial journals. Second, the characters of the main topics have spread from the two major fields of Physiology and Neuroscience for the past years, to other diverse fields of Pharmacology & Pharmacy (13.4%), Cell Biology (8.5%), Oncology (7.3%), etc (Table 2). Among the thirty-nine Physiology-related papers, one thirds (13) of them were studies investigating the outcomes or mechanisms of cardiovascular diseases. It is very good to know that the issues we concerned about have fitted more closely with the diverse of social life science. Also, we editors are willing to see the Chinese Journal of Physiology are having more and more potential to influence not only the focus of our academic and scientific colleagues, but also to serve our societies by informing the updated knowledge to clinicians, health care providers, and even the policymakers.
We wish to encourage more integrated articles such as reviews, meta-analyses, and series of articles across topics of broad public interest, such as cardiovascular or oncological directions. The editors are evaluating the possibility of opening special columns or extra highlight issues for manuscripts investigating cardiovascular or neuronal diseases to strengthen the impact of them.
As mentioned above, with the teamwork of the editors and reviewers and the supports from the authors and readers, the Chinese Journal of Physiology has made a steady progression in 2011. We sincerely end the Editorial with the following statement: “The Chinese Journal of Physiology is not good enough, but with the cooperation and support from each of you, we shall become better and better”.
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Figure 1. Development of impact factor, 5-year impact factor, ranking in field of the Chinese Journal of Physiology during 2007~2011.
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