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Iatrogenic error: placement of dental implant into
nasal cavity
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Thorough pre-operative clinical and radiographic examination prior to implant placement must be done in
order to prevent perforation of the vital anatomic structures, such as maxillary sinus floor, mental foramen and
mandibular canal. We'd like to present a case of 71 years old female with symptoms and signs of acute cellulitis
at L't canine space three days after implant placement at the left maxillary premolar area by her family dentist.
Perforation of the L't maxillary sinus floor at implant site, 25 was assumed on the initial panoramic radiograph,
however reformatted CT (computed tomography) images showed abscess accumulation 1n the left nasal cavity
and canine space with an extermely queer axial alignment of the dental implants engaging the left inferior nasal
turbinate. After parental antibiotic therapy and surgical debridement including removal of the offending dental
implant and drainage of the abscess performed under local anesthesia, acute symptoms and signs of infection
subsided uneventfully. A case like this surely would bring awareness to our colleagues of the incredible

1atrogenic error during implant surgery if thorough preoperative diagnostic procedures are overlooked.
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