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Sonography of Asymptomatic Primary Hepatic Tumor in
An Infant |

Chien-Heng Lin', Chien-Sheng Cheng', Wei-Ching Lin’
'Department of Pediatrics, Jen-Ai Hospital, Taichung, Taiwan.’Department of Radiology, China
Medical University Hospital, Taichung, Taiwan

Background: Sonography was a useful investigation of primary hepatic tumors in the infancy.
Infantile hemangioendothelioma is the most common hepatic vascular tumor in infancy, with a
prevalence of 1%. The sonographic feature of this condition has been described as multiple
well-defined isoechoic masses with hypoechoic rims. We present the sonographic finding of one
case with asymptomatic hemangioendotheloma.

Case Report: A 25-day-old female baby presented with non-bilious vomiting for 2 days was
transferred to our hospital from a local clinic. Plain film of abdomen revealed no specific findings
except fecal materials impaction. There were unremarkable findings on physical examination
except distended abdomen. Multiple hypoechoic masses (the largest one: 3.8x1.4cm) with internal
blood flow were incidentally found, and abdominal computed tomography demonstrated a
multifocal vascular process and allowed the diagnosis of infantile hepatic hemangioendothelioma
to be made without the use of more invasive diagnostic procedures. The cardiac echogram showed
no specific findings and no high-output congestive heart failure. Then the patient treated with
supportive care and discharged under stable condition without oral corticosteroids. At age 10
months, a follow-up sonogram revealed regression of the hepatic masses. Discussion: Sonography
is a useful and convenient method for diagnosis of primary hepatic tumor, such as
hemangioendothelioma,  hepatoblastoma, hepatocarcinoma and cystic mesenchymoma.
Hemangioendotheloma is a low grade malignant vascular tumor, and the management of it is
controversial. Asymptomatic lesions can be followed up, using serial sonography to visualize the
anticipated spontaneous regression.
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