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A STUDY OF WU JIAN REN’S HISTORICAL
NOVEL AND THE THEORY OF HISTORICAL
NOVELS

Chien-shiang Lee
Lecturer, School of Chinese Medicine, China Medical University

Abstract

Wu Jian Ren{1866-1901) is an important novelist in late Qin dynasty. His
important works include The Strange State of the World Witnessed over 20
Years, The History of Pang, Nonsensical Stories of Fantasy, The Live Hell,
The Fantastic Stories of Dian Shu, Robber Detectives, The Sea of Hatred, The
Dust after the Calamity, The Latest Social Dirty Stories, The New Story of
Stone. Shanghai You Tsan Road, The Knack of Making a Large Fortune, The
Romance of Two Jin Dynasties, A Muddled World, Tales of Yun-nan.

Among the works, The History of Pang, The Romance of Two lJin
Dynasties, and Tales of Yun-nan are classified as historical novels. It is a pity
that none of the three novels were completed. Among them Tales of Yun-nan
only contains 4 chapters and thus is not worth studying.

The History of Pang contains 24 chapters, and The Romance of Two Jin
Dynasties 23 chapters. What makes the two novels interesting and worth
studying is that though they are works of the same author they were written in
different styles. The History of Pang pays more attention to amusement and is
more fictitious. The Romance of Two Jin Dynasties claims to be faithful to
history. What are the advantages and disadvantages of these two styles of

writing, and which of the two is more in accordance with the principles of
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fiction are what this essay aims to investigate.

Furthermore, this study also uses statistical methods to examine the
following data of the two novels: the beginning and the ending years, the total
numbers of words, the total numbers of characters, the numbers of chapters,
the number of characters in each chapters, average number of words in a
chapter, the number of chapters in which characters appear, the percentage of
historical personages in characters, the percentage of characters appearing
only in one chapter, etc. The purpose of this effort is to evaluate the
advantages and disadvantages of the two novels in characterization through a

comparative analysis of these data.

Keywords: The History of Pang, The Romance of Two Jin Dynasties, realities,

fictitious
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