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Abstract

Objective: The incidence rate and mortality of breast cancer in
Taiwan increased every year recently. The objective of this study is to
analyze the relationship between patients’ characteristics, health
behavior, disease history and patients’ willingness of participating in
breast cancer screening. Furthermore, the relationship between patients
having breast cancer screen and suffering from breast cancer stage was

also investigated.

Methods: 522 breast cancer identified patients in two medical centers
in central Taiwan were surveyed. The structure questionnaire with
face-by-face interview was conducted. The questionnaires were about
patients participating in breast cancer screen and health behaviors. Besides
descriptive analysis about the distribution of the variables, Chi-square test
was also conducted to test the relationship between patients participating in
breast cancer screen and each related variable. Furthermore, logistic
regression analysis was used to explore the association of breast cancer

screen with the stage of the disease.

Results: 59.04% of diagnosed patients were under 50 years old.
Younger patients and working longer each day had lower breast cancer
screening rate. Patients with family cancer history, with knowledge of
treatment earlier having tendency of higher cure rate, with knowledge of
National Health Insurance covering breast mammographic, with knowledge
of breast cancer screening methods, and with breast self-examination after
menstrual period had higher breast cancer screening rate. However, there is
no significant relationship between participating in breast cancer screen and

breast cancer stage diagnosed.
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Conclusion and recommendations: The incidence of breast cancer
in Taiwan decreases with age and the breast cancer was diagnosed at late
stage. The study suggests government should plan a breast cancer screen
policy for our residents, improve the residents’ willingness of participating
breast cancer screening, and encourage residents’ skills of breast
self-examination regularly to achieve the objective of finding earlier and

treatment earlier.
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Breast cancer, Breast cancer screen, Breast cancer stage
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0.494~5.364) » &% AEF szt b2 BEE & (P>0.05) -

2. FERLETS T R e R ol F AR ) FREN KGR
TR ATE S W R e AR ) FRENRGRD 3.825 B
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58



TP RpE T RRDRLED R AT RE RGP PE

FrHgsuitmgedi el i3t e RS T Y
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q_ 9  1.66 12-14 % (%) 270 51.04
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Aok E RE W 0.0023
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145 42 8235 9 1765
S ¥ 280 69.63 123 3037
(%) 18 78.26 5 21.74
i A R 37 68.52 17 3148
5T A 0. 3799
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