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Abstract 

Objective: This study aims to analyze the relationship 

between social-economic factors and suicide mortality in Taiwan 

from 1998 to 2005.  

Methods: The government administrative vital statistics data 

were used. Data were analyzed using seemingly unrelated 

regression estimation . The model measuring mortality trend was 

performed controlling for family income and expenditure, 

unemployment rate, rates of marriage and divorce, aging index, low 

income family rate, female assistance payment, fertility rate, and 

921 earthquake.  

Results: The suicide mortality rates were significantly and 

positively correlated with divorce rates and aging index for both 

males and females, and the whole population. Family income, low 

income family rate, and fertility rate had significant negative 

relationships with the suicide mortality rates in males. There was 

a significant time trend in the annual suicide mortality rates.  
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Conclusion: Social-economical factors are correlated with 

mortality rates. This study suggests that these factors should be 

considered when formulating health polity dealing with suicide 

mortality.  
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