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K101 K> LITACIER 168 KERE »
LACI i B 8.4 Kk o ARBEHF NIHSS 1543 1K
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PACI 45 (16.4)
POCI 26 ( 9.5)
OTHERS 13 ( 4.7)
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HERERE (R 84+58% 168103 104 +6.8 92461 99%59 101 %73 <0.001
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HIBZIENIHSS (4Y) 2.9 +4.1 160 =129 63+7.1 57496 79+123 5887 <0.001
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fifi & 1(0.7) 7(17.9) 2( 44) 1(3.8) 2(154)  13( 4.7)
R I 1(0.7) 3(7.7) 1(22) 0( 0.0 1(7.7) 6(22)
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A [E] e i P A L ) R R > LR 1 B B R B -
A BEIRE NIHSS 5382 7% 52 o R LACI i E &
G LG PR & OFE A8 SR i B D > R EBER
Wnk o FIHE 8.4 XK ~ H A HBERE NIHSS 47
BOR AR 4.7 55 52 2.9 5%) » KL 3L fr B 35 58
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FHHELIL R =0.80 > p=0.003 o
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Factors Affecting the Medical Costs of
Caring for Patients with
Acute Ischemic Stroke
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Yi-Xiu Tsai, Ming-Feng Sun, Li-Chen Hung , Hsien-Wen Kuo
Center of Stroke, Kuang-Tien General Hospital; 1School of Nursing, Hungkuang Institution of Technology,
Taichung; “Institute of Environmental Health, China Medical University, Taichung; *Institute of Environmental

and Occupational Health Sciences, National Yang Ming University, Taipei, Taiwan.

Background,/Purpose. To assess the medical costs of caring for stoke patients and the
factors that affect those costs.

Methods. We used the Oxfordshire Community Stroke Project (OCSP) classification
system and the National Institutes of Health Stroke Scale (NIHSS) to classify the levels of
severity in 274 stroke patients at a teaching hospital in Taichung. Patients’ medical
information and the total costs billed by the hospital to the Bureau of National
Insurance on behalf of each patient were collected.

Results. Overall, the average medical cost for the duration of hospitalization was
NT$46,803 (NT$4,294/day); the average hospital stay was 109 days. The average NIHSS
score was 7.8 at the time of admission and 5.8 at the time of discharge. Common
complications included urinary infections, pneumonia, and 24-hour history of fever.
Based on the results of multiple linear regression analysis, the factors affecting medical
costs included gender, length of hospital stay, NIHSS score, complications, the number
of medical treatments, whether or not the patient required emergency room services,
and survival or death.

Conclusion. If complications can be prevented, then the number of medical treatments
and total length of hospital stay can be reduced, thereby reducing total medical costs.
( Mid Taiwan J Med 2008;13:143-51)
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