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TEACHING TAIWAN INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’
HISTORY TO MEDICAL STUDENTS WITH A
PROJECT-BASED LEARNING APPROACH

Running Title: Problem-based Learning

Shih-Chieh Liao', Kun-Yen Huang', Ying-Sheng Hung’, Walter Chen’,

An-Chyi Chen', Pei-Ying Pai', Wu-Hsiung Hung?, Hsi-Chin Wu'
'School of Medicine, China Medical University, ’Center of General Education,
China Medical University, *China Medical University Peikang Hospital

Abstract

Most history courses are dominated by the didactic form of lectures in which
students only passively receive information from the teacher but seldom become
active learners. In order to correct this undesirable form of learning and to nurture the
self-directed learning ability of humanities among medical students, we developed a
history course entitled “The Sun’s Tears---Social and Cultural Studies of Taiwan
Indigenous Populations,” based on the principle of Project-Based Learning (PBL)
approach. Twenty-six medical students from China Medical University participated
in this study, and at the end of the teaching semester a survey was conducted to
analyze the effectiveness of such a renovation in teaching. We found: (1) The
contents and design of this history course stimulated students’ learning motivation; (2)
PBL facilitated students’ construction of historical knowledge; (3) Cooperative
learning among students advocated by PBL increased student’s collaboration and
sharing the learning experiences; (4) PBL enhanced students’ self-directed learning;
(5) PBL developed students’ ability to critically think about social issues. We
concluded that the combination of PBL and the teaching history of Taiwan’s
indigenous people helped medical students to learn independently, work

cooperatively, and think critically.
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