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EFFECT OF A COURSE “STANDING BY THE
PATIENTS” ON MEDICAL STUDENTS
LEARNING

Bao-Lien Hung
Associate Professor, Genera Education Center, China Medica University

Abstract

How to nourish today’s medical students to become tomorrow’s good doctors
is a difficult task. It was found in literature that educating students treat patients as
teachers not only strengthened medical skill learning but aso develops students
attitude to serve patients asrelatives. This study intended to investigate the effect of a
course "Standing by the Patients’ on medical students. Learning over a two-year
period, 138 medica students taking the course were invited to respond open-ended
questionnaires. The data collected were andyzed on the bass of socia
constructivism. The results are classified into four main parts, consisting of 32
subcategories. Which can be boiled down to a new understanding of doctor-patient
relationship. After the hands-on experience of caring the invalid, could respect
patients as their knowledgeable others and are more ready and willing to listen to
them and to learn from them. In summary, the course " Standing by the Patients’ is
beneficial for medical student’s learning. The findings of this study hopefully may
provide useful information for the advancement of medical education.

Keywords: standing by the patients, knowledgeable others, social constructivism,
doctor-patient relationship, medica education
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