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Abstract

From the forties to the sixties of the 20th century, this period can be called the golden age of
modern French theatre. It is less because of the abundance of new plays, than because of the birth of
many important and influential plays. If it is the historical background who gives a kind of new
energy to the French theatre ? Or there are other reasons to explain this phenomenon? And what isthe
particularity of the French dramain this period?

| take Sartre’s and Beckett’s theatres for example for revealing two kinds of representative
theatres of this period. Though these two theatres differ extremely in content and in form, they have
something in common. Both of them try to show us the problems of existence and the condition of
humanity.

Saren Kierkegaard, the precursor of the existentialism, says that whereas the abstract thinking
devotes to understanding abstractly the concrete, the subjective thinker (or the existentialist), on the
contrary, engages in understanding concretely the abstract. Both of Sartre’s and Beckett’s theatres
endeavor to help us to understand the abstract by the concrete. That is the reason why | take the
existentialism as the point of view for analyzing and comparing these two playwrights.

In other words, this study aims to reveal two kinds of existentialism in the modern French drama,
and the relationship between the existentialism as philosophy and the existentialist theatre. In fact, as
conclusion, | suggest further the superiority of the latter over the former. In the sense of the theatre
becoming the best messenger of existentialism. And the existentialist theatre, as visual representation,
perhaps, is more faithful than any other way’s representation to the core conception of existentialism.

This study concentrate specially on Sartre’s two plays, The Flies(1943), Dirty Hands (1948), and
on Beckett’s plays as Waiting for Godot (1952)and Happy Days (1963).

Keywords: Existentialism, Existentialist theatre, Jean-Paul Sartre, Samuel Beckett, the Second

World War and the French theatre
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