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THE FIGHT FOR THE SURVIVAL OF MEDICINE
THE FIGHT FOR THE FREEDOM OF MEDICINE

Twenty years has passed since I graduated from medical school. I still
remember I was struggling under the extremely difficult circumstances at
that time. Today, except for routine taking care of the patients in the
office and hospital, my desire of improving myself and searching for the

hidden secrets of medicine has not decreased.
I went to the medical school for two purposes. First, I wanted to help

I the people, and second, I wanted to have freedom of will. I do not want Al
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anybody to control my will.

For the past several years, the medical practice in the United States
has changed. The tuition of medical school has been sky-rocketing. State
college costs range from $4000 to $5000 a year. Private colleges cost
$15,000 to $20,000 a year. Every student ends up $100,000 in debt as he or

she finishes school. After they complete their resident training,

they are
money

~hungry. They ask for high rates from the public to compensate for

their loss. They cannot practice as good physicians. The public will soon

discover and punish them because they are asking too much. The government

and the public have already executed this operation on hospitals across the

United States by use of the D.R.G. (Diagnostic Related Group). The government

and insurance companies are willing to pay the limited amount of the hospital

fee for Medicare, Medicaid, and the privately insured individual. Hundreds

of hospitals will face closing in the near future, according to the

statistics. The same thing will soon happen to the physician.

The H.M.O. (Health Maintenance Organization), has sweeped from the west

to the east. The H.M.0.'s are profit-oriented businesses. H.M.O. is \a

prepaid system designed to cut down the health costs for business corporations.,
The physician has lost a great amount of freedom due to the H.M.0. Onpe day

when the majority of the physicians has become tired of the H.M.O,

system,
they will ask for socialized medicine,

By that time,United States medicine
will become like that of the quality of Canada and England. By that time,

the medical practice will have lost her glory and medical achievement will
come to a standstill,

It is my hope that the physician must do the best for the public if
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the medical practice is to survive. The medical student, the physician of

the future, should stand up and fight for his future

and freedom, Dovnqt
let the

selfish minority of physicians destroy ourselves. Thank you,

Hwang R. Kuo, M.D.
Family Physician

5 Virginia, U.S.A.
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