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Research to establish a system for accrediting overseas trained
Chinese medicine graduates and their internship in Taiwan

Shung-Te Kao
China Medical University

ABSTRACT

Study in traditional Chinese medicine has been booming around the world over the last
twenty years. However due to the differences in medical programs and training backgrounds,
every country has established its own traditional Chinese medicine education system and
there is enormous variation in the quality of professional Chinese medicine and level of
clinical skills. Recently, many overseas trained Chinese medical graduates and foreigners who
studied Chinese medicine have returned and come to Taiwan to participate clinical training,
practice or attend continuous education. In order to standardize and sustain the level of our
education system and professional training, it is very important to establish a system to
accredit the overseas trained graduates and establish their internship system.

This research aims to investigate and compare the current educational systems, standards
and trainings in Chinese medicine of other countries with the Chinese medicine education
in Taiwan, in addition to establish a fair accreditation system for overseas China Medical
graduates. This will provide a reference to the government department when constituting
the relevant policies. Literature analysis and expert discussions are utilized in this research.

After reviewing and collecting all the related policies and literatures, experts, teaching
personnel and senior physicians in Chinese Medicine, and committee members of Chinese
medical associations were invited to participate several meetings to compromise and
determine the questionnaire of “accreditation and internship system for overseas Chinese
medical graduates”. The questionnaire had been sent to The National Union of Chinese
Medicine Doctor’s Association, Director board of Chinese Medicine Physician’s
Associations in Five municipalities, supervisors of Chinese Medicine Physician’s
Association in other cities, teaching faculty of School of Chinese Medicine in other
universities, Chinese Medical physicians in Department of Chinese Medicine of important
teaching hospitals. Total 626 questionnaires had been delivered, and 304 questionnaires had
been retrieved, the rate of questionnaires retrieval is 48.56%. Among these questionnaires,
a total of 69 persons gave extra opinions on the questions. After calculation and analyzing
the data, the following outcomes have been obtained in this research:

1. 80.82% of participants agree (includes very agree) to revise the article 4-1 in “Physician
Act”.

2. 82.08% of participants agree (includes very agree) that only the Chinese Medical
graduates from overseas universities have to obtain at least 3rd degree of Intermediate
level in “Test of Chinese as Foreign Language” can be allowed to sit the accreditation.

3. 86.48% of participants agree (includes very agree) that the subjects of accreditation
should include the ten professional subjects in Chinese Medicine.

4. 83.65% of participants agree (includes very agree) that the subjects of accreditation
should include all the six required subjects in Medicines.

5. 81.76% of participants agree (includes very agree) that the Chinese Medical graduates
can only be permitted to intern in teaching hospitals through distribution after passing



the accreditation.

As conclusions, our research suggests that the article 4-1 in “Physician Act” should be
revised in order to establish a more thorough and fair accreditation and internship system
for Chinese Medical graduates from overseas universities.

Keywords : Chinese medicine education system, Chinese medicine accreditation,
Chinese medicine internship system
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