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PR ER
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Rva B E AR AR R A R AR R IR B R S A (n=194)
. M % ® %
n % n %
s B 95 48.97
INITEERE 51 26.29 5 34 17.53
EINIVA - 98 50.52 AFEE 10 5.15
FFEREA 45 23.20 IEHEAHE 2 1.03
Bk PR PR
BEdun, 16 8.25 JEFRERE 39 20.21
(B b 56 28.87 R 75 38.86
Hh B 122 62.89 Sl 39 20.21
BB AR RS R 34 17.62
100JR(ENHELF 72 38.10 IEE R 6 3.11
101~3005K 38 20.11 SEIE 11
301~600FK 40 21.16 PR 2 B (#EE)
601~900}K 23 12.17 IREE R B G 29 34.52
901~1200/K 8 423 AJIARRE 19 22.62
1201FREAE 8 423 BT 11 13.10
SEIRE A5 8 9.52
IR EETE SRS R 4 476
Hita 49 25.26 FEREEE 4 4.76
B4 5 30 15.46 B 3 3.57
HlE 53 e 46 23.71 HE 6 7.14
Rl 55 29 14.95 WS A S ST AR TR B ST A
ERSE 33 17.01 IEFREE 33 17.28
&R JFEE 94 4921
BEPrE IR A BB HE5E 44 23.04
= 63 32.47 AFEE 17 8.90
S 131 67.53 IEE AR 3 1.57
IGER R (n=63) SR 3
XEFEMR 33 52.38 ARy L B PR T S (NI R
FEIZ R EM2 25 39.68 IEFREE 15 7.89
FHARE 22 4 6.35 JFEE 60 31.58
HE 1 1.59 se il 63 33.16
B 2 A A BIbe A AR 38 20.00
b 103 53.09 IEFE R 14 7.37
& 91 4991 SEIWE 4
Bz A (n=103) B B AR TE S S A i
FAE= 30 31.58 IEFREE 10 5.32
NEREZ 48 50.53 [ 55 29.26
WEERE - HARgE 17 17.89 HE5E 69 36.70
SEIRE 9 AR 34 18.09
FEHLFIR2 IR IR 20 10.64
JEFREE 53 27.32 SR 6
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Feasibility of prisoners enrolling in National Health Insurance

1 2,% 3
WEN-CHEN Tsar', PEI-TsenG KunG™', CHia-Hur Liao', Wu-LonG CHANG',
CHENG-CHIeH LiNY, NaN-YunG Hsu®, Cuy-Hsuer LEg'

Objectives: This study explored inmates’ attitudes toward enrolling in National Health
Insurance (NHI), as well as the willingness of hospitals to provide medical care to inmates.
Methods: Inmates from 48 correctional facilities and all 515 hospitals were surveyed. The
effective sample sizes for inmates and hospitals were 2,849 and 194, respectively. Logistic
regression analysis was performed to examine factors associated with the willingness of inmates
to enroll in NHI. Results: Of the inmates surveyed, 80.87% expressed willingness to enroll in
NHI during the term of imprisonment. The main reason for willingness to enroll was a desire to
reduce the inmate’s medical cost burden. The requirement to pay insurance premiums was the
main reason for unwillingness to enroll. If enrolling in NHI, 51.10% of inmates agreed to join.
Forty percent of inmates believed that they could afford the insurance premium. If inmates were
insured only for inpatient care, 66.75% of inmates were willing to enroll. Factors associated with
willingness to enroll in NHI included the inmate’s sex, length of stay in prison, need for regular
physician visits, out-of-pocket payment for physician visits, perception of reasonableness of
NHI premiums, whether the inmate was qualified for NHI, and whether payments were deducted
from inmates’ money under custody. Of the hospitals surveyed, 76.29% were willing to provide
outpatient services to inmates, whereas only 59.07% were willing to provide inpatient services.
Conclusions: A high percentage of inmates expressed willingness to enroll in NHI. The ability
to pay the insurance premiums was the major obstacle needing to be overcome. (Taiwan J Public
Health. 2008;27(3):198-213)

Key Words: Inmates, National Health Insurance, Health Insurance, Prisoners

' Department of Health Services Administration, China Medical University, Taichung, Taiwan, R.O.C.
2Department of Healthcare Adminisitration, Asia University, No. 500, Lioufeng Rd., Wufeng, Taichung, Taiwan,
R.O.C.
: Department of Health, Taichung Prison, Taichung, Taiwan, R.O.C.
* Department of Family Medicine, China Medical University Hospital, Taichung, Taiwan, R.O.C.
* Correspondence author. E-mail: ptkung@seed.net.tw
Received: Aug 27,2007  Accepted: May 23, 2008

EE#EE 2008, Vol.27, No.3 i



