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Fvery year, the return of the winter
season iz accompanied by a greas many. of
respiratory diseases of varying degrees of
gravity, The pathology of the roncho—
pulmonary organs, usually possesaes ¢linical
forms that are easy to diagaose and treat,
Difficult cases are fortunately the exception
rather than the tule, Either diagnoais is
hesitant or complication of evolution or
therapy arise, Theze is nothing worthy of
retaining our attention especially.

However sereval patients came €0 ask
doetor with & waried symptomatology
sesmingly respiratery in origin butat first
sight not coming under any precise nosol-
ogical heading while coughs continue to
remain the feature common to the compla—-
ints of all these patients, the related sym-
ptoms, on the other hand, Vary in pumb—
pr and in' tensity from ome patient to
apnother. The ‘congh has pgenerally lasted
somia time already, produces little sputum,
ia fitful or mainly Gormra at night, farthe—
rmore many cases have not been cured by
usual simple drugs, as cough mixture,
expectorants; fomigations ete, Apparently
there-fore it is no lenger a simple bronch-
itis, even severa] Tales ean be heard; there
is no lonpger any characteristic pulmonary
disenses either, for radiology reveals noth-
ing sither. The other symptoms ore fatip—
we, npervousness; i ght—swenting,ancrexia,
loss of weight, and fever or pleuro dynia
tend, Tf several of them aore present toget-
her, sometimes the patient think of incip—
sant taberculosis. but radiclogy shows no
evidencs. The doctor then think of the

“despending syndrome” if the intracardi-

hilar regiom are less transparent than
nsual. :

Whatever the diagnosis, these patient’s
coughs can be cured, The wusual therapy
having proved in effeciive and being relu-
ctant an the other hand to prescribe a cure
of major antibiotics fax such Simple ailm~
ents (diseases) .

Let us remind readers, a bacteriophages:
i3 an inframicroscopic ultrafilterable alam-
ent obliged to be a parssite on living
cells. Among its properties, the ome that
intersst ms here is its lytic power on bact-
eria, whether they sre resistant or not to
antibiotie, Furthermore, it produces. 20
resiatance and, If its power decrenses, it
can always be increased by training it again
in contact with the infectious germas (ot
ophage,) Finally, it is harmleas

However in spite of these undoubted
advantages, the bacteriophage has not baen
widely sdanted for therapeutic use. Among
the great sati-infectious medicaments, - it
is comsidersd rather as. a4 DOOT relation,
The first experiments of d/Hferelle hava
led 6 much controversy, more theoretical
than practical, In 1946 the very detailed
and fally documented work of J, Steinmann
made an important contribution to the
anderstanding of the phage Phenomenon.
that is possible with phago therapy when
the prescription and, most important met—
hod of sdministration are correct, In 1058;
a teport by Cevey, cocerning an, empyems
dried out by bacteriophiges, giues further
proof of the value of such therapy, In. the
same year, S7edaillon. Bertaye and Coll;
published = Teport onn puruleat colibacil-




ingitis, resistant to all antibiotics
eamycin. These reports seemed
ciently convincing for me to try using

‘we consider the general heading
iratary diseases coused by common
nnd possessing ope symptom  in
LMo, is & cough that is more or leaa
tant to the usual therapy. In aoll, the
uﬁhagr,a were administered, no other
dicnments were added except, on two

ed, can be considered highly satis—
“Tn a series of 18 cases. only one
total failure. Fifteen cures were comp—
onewhich was followed by o recurr—
‘of a bronchial infection. In all the
“eured, the accompanying symptoms
. disappesred, Sometimes & little later
the cough. Whenever there were muc-
rnlent expectorations, before disappear—
they turned whitish after the second
third visit.

The evolution of the
B
tough in two or three visits, In one cas
s the product cansed feverish reactions with

infection under
was: rapid, with on effect on the

wurticaria. This redction was probably the
result of an allergy to one of the ingredi-
ents of the medicament perhaps the albu-
minous' medivimy ‘It aceurred apain  even
'?wiﬁh the autophape, but wias prevented by
the prophylactic absorption of an antihist—
Not included in these statistica are
peute ordinery  bromchitis, ome of which
‘wns an sutoobservation. Tn these cases,
srhich were tzeated in the same manner,
the yellowish-greenish expectoratorations
st their puralent character after two or
three visits and rapidly decreased in inten-
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sity to dry up complately in seven to ten
days, without any other treatment.

Has this therapeutic method an adva-
ntape over others in tha treatment of the
cases in question? when it 'is noticed that
some of the patients had previovsly and
nnsnceezzfnlly undsrgone s symptomatic
treatment, ths action of Bacteriophages
be considered

because their effect is so rapid,

can g8 most  inferesting

Wonld the use of any antibiotic have
had similar reanlis? There being no teat
cases with which to compare the results,
this gestion cannot be answersd in a con=
vincing manner. I shomld consider a sim-
ilar result possible however especially if
nse were made of an antibiotic with a
wide spectrum, But the disadvantage are
by no mezns to boe overlooked, Furthermore
o sipusitis seems to be the csvse of the
reapiratary disease ever apoly Valent antib—
iotiec administered legeartis orally does
not yrive the expected .zesult, probably
owing to imadequate irrigation of the inf-
ected mucuses. Although the cures effected
were rapid, they do not seem to have prot-
ected the subjects from subsequent reinf-

ections. Actually s becteriophage does not
have the effect of o wvacoine, but on the

other hand, Seems to act just as well in
the cese of o relopse and If necessry an
autophnge may be made of it.

1 wrish to add one final remark. Bact-
eriophages are generally thought to act
better when the germs are in the growing
stage, consequently in acute cases, Mow
aboul two thirds of the cases quoted above:
were if notchronic at least subacute, How
therefore was the phage able toact in o ma-
nner so uniformly favourable? In addition
to its specific action of microbial lysis has
it not perhaps i secondnry, mon-specific
it no less aseful ‘action reminiscent of

the nnti—viroz effect mentioned by Besredlka?
( Fi#P.60)
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