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Abstract

Alfter the shift in mental health service
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from inpatient hospital care to outpaftient and |
community-based care, community response ’
to the mentally ill has received nlicreasmg
attention of mental health proféssmnals r
Several researchers have attributed the
presence of negative attitudes to|lack of:
knowledge or interpersonal contact with -
persons with mental illness. Unfortunately, :
little 1s known about the processes of contact ;
with persons with mental ilhlless as
experienced and perceived by commllmity.

|
The purposes of this study are: i

(1) to explore how the commumty
experiences and 1nteracts with
persons with mental 1llness

(2) to explore the changes of o
community’s attitudes to{ward
persons with mental iliness;

(3) to explore factors that influence '
the attitudes and responsles of the :
community to persons w1th
mental illness.

TR S A

Qualitative  research  design  and
purposive sampling are used in this study.
Participants are recruited from co'nmunityi
residences on eastern Taiwan. An
unstructured, in-depth interview is conducted
with 19 participants. The results indicated
that reciprocal, safety, positive| contact |
experiences, repay and coping abillity were |
important factors to influence the attitude of
community residences toward perscl)ns with '
mental illness. E

i

By understanding the im;‘nact of |
attributed factors on community attitudes to |
mental illness, health care provider can
provide effective intervention tol prevent |
adverse effect of community’s inegative’;
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attitudes on persons with mental illness and
their families.

Keywords: Community attitudes to mental
illness, Community residences,
Mentally ill patient, Attitudes,
Attributed factor, Qualitative research
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