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The Study of the Pharmaceutical Policy in
Sung Dynasty

Name : Kuan-Chung Su
Major Professor : Jaung-Geng Lin
Institute of Chinese Medical Science » China medical University

For the past few decades, as medical technology advances, people have
obtained unprecedented health protections. They have also discovered
prediction of progressive science of medication.

The old Chinese saying, we often use mirrors to adjust our appearance
because it can show our disorganization as well as when we use our past
traditions to reflect, direct, and guide our ways of life. Therefore, by using
ancient documents as a reference guide we can develop a better
understanding of medical practice to improve our current policies.

Most Emperor of Sung Dynasty favorite medical science, therefore,
they pay highly attentions in development of medical science when making
policies. More so in the history of medical management, the earliest

national medical bureau in the world, “The Bureau of Wealth Fare,”(& % %)

comes to the existence in that period. The bureau directed by the
government specialized in making processed medicine and flourish in
manufacturing the medicines. The making of the medical policies in Sung

dynasty including government medicine inspections (¥ % % #),
composition of medical encyclopedia (2 37 & %), government sponsored
medical manufacturing (‘ %% §:), monopolized pharmacy departments (%
& § %5 %4 % ), reformation of the medical dosages(z< & | 4]),
development processed medicine (% & ¢ = %), unification of medical

usages and codes (sL— * % 4), offering of medical advisory in
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pharmacy ( i £ % * ), had strong influence on later medicine usage,

especially on the development of the Chinese processed medicine. Mean
while the execution of medical managerial policy made by the state medical

bureau such as patent policy (& {1+ &), authority accountability policy (
4] &), quantity control policy (& £ | & ), reached the targeted level in
medicine quality control (%~ & 5 <23 ), abolishment of inferior
medicine(P~ % 2 7 £ %), and safety usage control(#* # = ).

The goal of this plan is to study the medical managerial structures and
policies of the Sung dynasty to evaluate the causes of success

and failure from historical perspective and to provide references for the

policy makers.

Keywords : Sung dynasty  pharmaceutical policy  drug store
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