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SARS Training Programs for National Chinese Herbs Practitioners
Yuan Shiun Chang

Institute of Chinese Pharmaceutical Sciences
ChinaMedical University, Taichung, Taiwan.

Abstract
Keywords: Chinese Herbs Practitioners; SARS; Training Programs

This project was designated to provide SARS training courses for the national Chinese herbs
practitioners. The courses were designed to provide Chinese herb practitioners a correct concept
about the SARS rather than treating it, in case it reoccurs again.

The topics covered in the courses include: 1) TCM SARS prevention strategy and disease
surveillance. 2) Infectious pathways and symptoms of SARS.  3) The spreading and prevention of
common communicable diseases. 4) SARS prevention and treatment from a traditional Chinese
medicine physicians point of view. 5) Hospitals and communities isolation care of
communicable diseases. 6) Chinese herbs practitioners’ role in the prevention of SARS and other
communicable diseases. 7) Genera discussion session.

From November 7, 2003, to May 16, 2004, a series of thirteen training courses had been held
in Taipei, Taichung, Kaohsiung, Pingtung, Tainan, Taitung, Hualien, Matou, Hsinchu, Wuku.
Chiayi and Taipei. A total of 3,460 herbal practitioners had participated the training courses. Most
of the participants evaluated the courses to be helpful and rewarding.

Even though the topics covered in each session were similar, in order to have a better
resonance between the speakers and the audience, we invited speakers from local Health Bureau
and hospitals. Many County Health Bureau Directors not only hosted the opening ceremony, they
also shared atopic as speakers.
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