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Abstract

The elderly people lacking the family member's care, more needs for
being concerned and serving. Many medical personnel value the care of elder's
physiology, neglecting a mental and social need. This study researcher
interviewed sixteen senior citizens including five maes and eleven females.
Among them, eight led independent living and eight resided in nursing homes.
The preliminary data analysis reveas that these disadvantaged elderly people
needed more attention and support from the society. In specific, independent
living senior citizens expressed mixed feeling of futility, loss, nostalgia,
debility, and isolation. They also reported on attrition of self-respect. The
Situation was exacerbated by various physical aillments. As a result, some of
the senior citizens felt hopeless and depressed. As for the residents of nursing
homes, most of them were afflicted by illness or disability. Although some of
them appreciated the companionship in the institution, those who were forced
to live in the nursing homes craved for death to end up their lives. To sum up,
both independent living seniors and residents of nursing homes long for
physical and affective supports, which were rated higher than medical care.

Keyword: social vulnerable groups, in-depth interviews, life review, elderly
People
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